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Attempt any four questions. All questions carry equal marks.
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1. How did the Idea of Development come about? Discuss at least two critiques of this idea.
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2. What do you understand by ‘sustainable development’? Do you believe it is a workable
idea?
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3. Broadly outline any five economic policies in post-colonial India, along with the principal
political developments of their time.
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4. In what ways did the post-colonial Indian state conceptualise poverty? What were the
programmes in your opinion that created the most impact on the poor in India and why?
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5. Do you believe that ‘reforms’ were necessary for the Indian economy in the 1990s? Give
reasons.
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6. Is agriculture a viable economic activity in India? Discuss with reasons.
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7. Do you believe that a poor country like India cannot afford to decentralize for effective
development? Why?
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8. Between non-governmental organisations and social movements, which do you think help
the poor negotiate with development better? Why?
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