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One of the most astonishing things about our time is the
change in the status of women, which has spread with
amazing rapidity throughout most parts of the world. The

superiority of men over women was based originally

entirely upon their superior physical strength which
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enabled them to claim superiority in every other respect,
without effective challenge from the weaker partner.
Gradually, however, it came to be recognized that force
ought not to be employed by private persons in their
private relations, but should be employed only by the
state in accordance with the law. Women became eman-
cipated from men in proportion as both vbecame salves

of the state. ' 6
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