
Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow:

Last fiveyearshave seen a dangerous rise in the forest fires across Uttarakhand's central Himalayas,
from Nov. to June. The North East states, once most prone to long-ranging forest fires, are pale in
comparison to the inferno Uttarakhand finds itself in with increasing intensity and longer duration.

Even winter fires have increased manifold in both frequency and intensity.
There is a heightened global concern over the sharp uptick in forest fires in this Himalayan region,

stretching across Uttarakhand and Nepal. The impact is evident- loss of life, belching carbon emissions,

shrinking forest areas, lossof habitat and the entire microbial ecosystems and biodiversity burntto cinders.
The smoke that travels impacts the health of people over a very large area. Tourism takes a body-blow,
and has a crippling impact on the state economy and its resources. Dry extreme warming, heat waves
that are the new normal, and human activity - the what and how of forest fires are well documented.

The core question is why Uttarakhand, where forest fires were never a hazard, reached this point.
Forests were once over 50% of Uttarakhand's land cover: Swathes of forest area have been sacrificed at

the altar of development, much of which has not been judiciously planned or designed. Deforestation
contributes to increased risk of fire. Fragmented forest cover is also a fire risk. Reducing tree cover and
ground vegetation dries out forests. In turn, fire-damaged forests are weakened, and deforestation often
follows. Post-mortems of forest fires by authorities can only douse the flames but cannot put out the real

fire, i.e. callous human activity despite evidence of severe warming and extreme weather events. That's
what Uttarakhand Government must acknowledge.

Uttarakhand is a glaring example of ecological degradation as:

(1) Uttarakhand has always been prone to forest fires.

(2) Forest fires have suddenly become alarmingly intense.

(3) Winters have lower instances of forest fires.

(4) Forest fires are strictly weather specific.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































